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                                                        ANNUAL MEETING 
                                   November 17th 2025 Noon   Arrival

 Heidi’s Restaurant    1230 NE Cleveland St.  Gresham
 

Agenda:  Volunteer Awards, Business and election of Board Members and Officers
 

  The Nominating Committee consisting of Russ Williams and Dave Mysinger recommend the following for FOMF 
2025 board and officers, President Russ Williams, Vice President Dave Mysinger, Secretary Sharon Hayden, and 
Treasurer Jim Geisler. Returning board members vote on for a two-year term:  Karen Stefonek, Jerry King, Dave 
Mysinger, Russ Williams  New board members for a one-year term: Billie Anger, Sharon Hayden, Shawn Tolman 
and continuing Katie Goodwin.              RSVP  Karen Stefonek  stefonek@comcast.net  503-695-5565

                          FOMF President’s Message – Russ Williams
   As we bring the 2025 Visitor year at Multnomah Falls to a close, I would like to share a few thoughts.
The first thing is to thank all of the volunteers new and old who went to the Falls everyday, rain or shine.
You were faced with some unusual challenges, Forest Service cutbacks, few temporary Forest Service
help, thousands of visitors from all over the country and the world, parking issues, road closures and
other unforeseen challenges and all of you have dealt with everything with grace, professionalism and a

knowledge of Multnomah Falls and the Columbia River Gorge so all of our visitors went away feeling they had learned
something and enjoyed their experience at the most visited natural wonder in Oregon. Going forward into the Fall and
Winter seasons I have no doubt that you all will continue representing Multnomah Falls, the Forest Service, Friends of
Multnomah Falls, the Lodge and the State of Oregon with the same professionalism you have shown in the past. Again
thank you all and I hope to see you in November at the annual meeting, board election and awards luncheon. Stay Safe
  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                         MULTNOMAH FALLS LODGE REPORT   by Jill Willis
  We’re 100 years old, and we’ve never looked better!  What an exciting time for the historic Multnomah Falls Lodge. 
In September, we celebrated the official Centennial of Multnomah Falls Lodge. Built by A.E. Doyle in 1925, the historic 
Lodge has welcomed millions and millions of visitors over the years. Representatives from the U.S. Forest Service, The 
Oregon Legislature, Corbett Fire Department and Multnomah County Commissioners joined the Centennial Celebration. 
United States Senator Ron Wyden provided a Centennial proclamation honoring the historic Lodge.              
  During the winter months, we are expecting a series of construction upgrades to the Lodge. And the work on the Eastern 
viaduct is expected to continue until May on the historic Columbia River Highway. 
 The Lodge Restaurant is releasing its new winter menu in November, with winter favorites including the delicious Pot Roast,
Beets & Cranberry Shrimp Salad, Artichoke Dip, homemade Mac & cheese, a Mushroom & Florentine Burger and, of course a
flaky Pot Pie.
  We are also bringing back Santa! Our Breakfast with Santa event will be Saturday, December 20th from 8am till noon. The 
event will include a  special Holiday menu, and a chance for kids to get their pictures taken with Santa. Our crews will also be 
decorating the historic Lodge for the holidays and as always, the two Christmas trees will be up in the Lodge and trimmed by 
Thanksgiving.                                                                                                       
  We love this time of the year, when the leaves are falling, the fireplace in the historic Lodge is roaring and the waterfall is 
majestic. After another busy summer season, it’s a great time to visit this historic Oregon treasure.            
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   Board of Directors 2025
President

Russ Williams

Vice President
Dave Mysinger

 

Secretary 
Katie Goodwin

 

Treasurer 
Jim Geisler 

 
Board Members

 
Billie Anger
Jerry King

Karen Stefonek    
Shawn Tolman

   Multnomah Falls Lodge Co.
  Jill Willis  (Ex Officio)

  Monthly Calendar Coordinator 
Karen Stefonek

Newsletter editor
Ron Goodwin

   goodwinron37@gmail.com
(new email)

   Send comments and ideas.

     Our Mission Statement                     
 

 “The Friends of Multnomah
   Falls are dedicated to 

   preserving and enhancing       
     the unique natural, scenic 

  and historic qualities of
   Multnomah Falls while 
  providing a memorable

     experience for our visitors.” 
   

  ODOT REPORT FOR MULTNOMAH FALLS by Terra Lingley
  Historic Columbia River Highway re-opened at Larch Mountain Road after landslide
repairs.  Photo: ODOT crews use equipment to collect groundwater elevation and 
slope movement data in the landslide repair area on the Historic Columbia River 
Highway.
  ODOT completed work on the Historic Highway between Portland Women's Forum 
and Vista House to repair an area of ancient landslide just east of the historic highway 
intersection at Larch Mountain Road. We closed this area in July and the work was 
completed and this section of the historic highway reopened at the end of 
September.The longer-term repair was challenging for many reasons.
   The location of the work zone required getting crews, equipment and heavy metal 
materials down a steep slope for installation. The three pipe outfalls needed for 
improved soil drainage required a pully system to lower them about 100 feet 
downslope to the site.
  To improve stability, this project added geo-grid mesh in layers from the wall to the 
back of the cut into the slope to add stability to the wall. We also added soil anchor 
nails and wire mesh below the wall for additional stabilization.
   The    East Viaduct   at Multnomah Falls will be closed to all traffic, including 
bicycles and vehicles, Oct. 1, 2025 for repairs to the historic highway structure.
The work from fall 2025 through spring 2026 will repair cracks and exposed rebar at 
the railings and foundation, provide long-term stability and return the structure to its 
original condition similar to when it opened more than 100 years ago.
              McCord Bridge replacement  Travelers on I-84 can expect:

 Around-the-clock single lane and shoulder closures on I-84 at McCord Creek 
through late 2025.

 The NE Frontage Rd on-ramp to eastbound I-84 at the Elowah Falls Trailhead
parking lot is also closed. Travelers accessing eastbound I-84 from NE 
Frontage Road must detour to the on-ramps at Ainsworth State Park.

Gorge travel on Interstate 84 is reduced to one lane in each direction as crews 
continue work to replace the aging eastbound bridge over McCord Creek.
Replacing the eastbound bridge will eliminate a dip in the road and increase safety, 
earthquake resilience and the lifespan of the highway.
Over the summer, crews prepared the work site under the bridge and have started the 
first visible work for interstate travelers. Crews have been drilling under the 
eastbound bridge to install new support shafts while also constructing the work areas 
on the highway in preparation to shift all traffic to the westbound bridge in spring 
2026.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                        SASQUATCH  by Kent Krumpschmidt                              
  2025 was another crazy year with some unforeseen turns but we got through it. The 
big news was this year we operated out of our new location in Troutdale at the 
Columbia Gorge Outlets. This new location gave us running water, flushing toilets, 
power and internet! 
 The outlets have ample parking and paid security which allows for visitors vehicles to
be safe while they travel to MF. Gate closures and indecisive drivers set our shuttles 
on a 1 hour frequency for 2025. We operated 1 bus per day from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. It had a capacity of 99 people and at times was full or near full. We own 3 
of the double deckers and our goal is to run 2 per day to decrease the wait time and 
increase the capacity. Our shuttle ridership was down this year we think partly due to 
being further away but also we noticed far fewer international tourists. It was great to 
see FOMF volunteers riding the shuttle and we hope to continue that next year. We are
running our tours on weekends until December this year and our store will be open all 
year long with great gifts for the holidays. Our big goal for next year is to promote 
how easy, and affordable it is to take the shuttle from the outlets. We think at $5 for a 
round trip it is the best way to access MF. We hope to see the ridership 
increase. 
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                     FRIENDS OF MULTNOMAH FALLS VOLUNTEER PROFILE 
                                                 by  Dan and Joanne Tennant
   Dan and I met in the spring of 2000 at Zim's Key Shop, when it was still on Zim's corner at 223rd & Stark.  We started 
dating, then married in 2003.  Between our two families, we have six children, nine grandchildren, and two great-
grandsons.  Dan retired from Boeing after 43 years, and I had been a legal secretary for for more than 25 years.  I started 
working at the falls in 1998 after seeing an article in the Oregonian written by Pat Sims.  The article explained what the 
Friends Of Multnomah Falls was all about and inviting interested people to come to their annual training session.  I 
attended, and was hooked!  Dan started volunteering in 2001, and we have totally enjoyed meeting such nice people 
from all over the world.  In all those years, we've only had a couple of grouchy guests.   What a fun and informative 
place to 
volunteer_________________________________________________________________________________________
_____

                             TRIVIA  AND OBSERVATIONS
   In May of this year, I had the unique and rewarding opportunity to lead a tour of the Multnomah 
Falls Visitor Center and the falls themselves for a family visiting from Pennsylvania, accompanied 
by a film crew from Blue Chalk Media. The visit was part of a collaborative project between 
Travel Oregon and Wheel the World, which will highlight seven accessible recreational 
destinations across Oregon. Wheel the World (www.wheeltheworld.com) is a travel company 
dedicated to creating inclusive travel experiences for people with disabilities.
  Each destination on the tour features a different visitor with a unique disability. Multnomah Falls 
was the first stop on this multi-week film journey. The featured guest for this segment was Jaden, a
10-year-old boy who uses a manual wheelchair. With the help of the trail's accessible design and 

the sturdy iron handrail at the seven steps just above the plaza, Jaden was able to navigate all the way to just beyond the 
iconic Benson Bridge.
  He, along with his mother and younger sister, enjoyed a beautiful day exploring the falls and spent nearly half an hour 
taking in the breathtaking views from the bridge.
  The final film is expected to be completed and distributed for various promotional purposes by August.  JK
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 We have a new volunteer Eric Udd  who brings a new talent for us as a trail mentor.  He regularly hiked the Wahkeena-
Multnomah Falls several times a week often having picked up trail maps to assist people he met along the way.  In 
August he became a volunteer and now wears a FOMF vest   This gives him credibility as he interacts with hikers from 
all over the world. 
  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Each Spring and Fall on the trails appears the little banded wooley bear caterpillars. The Department

of Agriculture in their brochure states that the small black end means a cold winter
and that is the way they appear this year. They are able to survive the cold winters
and emerge next Spring. The caterpillar then transforms into the Isabella tiger moth.

  If need arises for an ice pack for a visitor, take our one of the doggy bags on the shelf to the right, go to the coffee cart 
and scoop out ice from the bottled water container. If ice is too far down, have the coffee person put ice in the bag.

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                                        WEB SITE AND FACEBOOK                         
   We have a web site at friendsofmultnomahfalls.org contact Jerry King at (GeraldBKing@gmail.com) is for placing 
  items on our website. Karen Stefonek (stefonek@comcast.net) is the contact for placing items on the Group Facebook
 Friends of Multnomah Falls page.  Check both of these items to keep up with new activities at the Falls.   Photo are 
  always welcome. 
   Another good source of information is the facebook site Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area -US Forest Service.

                                                NEW VOLUNTEERS ALWAYS WELCOME
  The Friends of Multnomah Falls organization is always looking for new volunteers who love The Gorge and
enjoy meeting people of all ages and places. We offer our volunteers a flexible schedule and supportive training 
opportunities. After 16 hours of volunteering you earn a Northwest Forest pass from the USFS. If you would like 
to become a volunteer or want more information about the FOMF program, please contact FOMF Volunteer 
Recruiter, Chris Meinicke,  (chris.meinicke@outlook.com or 503-645-3124), for more details.   
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                     FRIENDS OF MULTNOMAH MEMBERSHIP FORM  
           Renewing Member FOMF is a 100% volunteer, private, non-profit, 501-c-3 tax-exempt organization.     

              ___$20 Individual            ___$35 Family              ___$50 Contributing                   ___$100 Supporting  
                                 ___$250 Sustaining           ___$500 Benefactor                      ___$1000 Lifetime
              
Make checks payable to: Friends of Multnomah Falls, and fill out the information below.

Name:_______________________________________________________Phone:______________________________
Address:_____________________________________________Email______________________________________   
City:___________________________________________State:_______________________Zip:__________________
 

       Please send this application to: 

Friends of Multnomah Falls
        P.O. Box 426
   Troutdale, OR 97060

 


